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was not right, that the whole City Council was under the
thumb of the parsons, and what about that money in the
Savings Bank, and Mr. Skocdopole was an incapable old
dodderer, and what not Wars, unfortunately, bring with them-
a demoralization and a weakening of all authority, and so
Hampl found several followers and with their assistance
founded the Social-Revolutionary Party

One day m June friend Hampl summoned a Popular
Assembly in the Little Square, and standing on the fountain,
shouted out, among other things, that the people categorically
demanded that Skocdopole, that scoundrel, reactionary, and
lackey of the Bishop, should resign the office of Burgomaster

In answer to this, Mr Skocdopole put up posters stating
that he, as the lawfully elected Burgomaster, need take orders
from no one, least of all from an interloper and a deserter;
that in the present times of unrest it was impossible to hold a
fresh election, and that ojir clear-sighted citizens were well
aware . and so forth This was just what Hampl was
waiting for to carry out his coup a la*Bobinet He came out of
his house on the Little Square, waving a red flag, with two
boys behind him beating drums with all their might. In this
fashion he marched around the Great Square, paused a while
in front of the Bishop's palace, and then marched off with
rolling drums to the field near the Orlice river called the
" Little Mill" There he stuck his standard into the ground
and, seated on a drum, wrote out his declaration of war. Then
he sent the two boys into the city with orders to beat their
drums and read out his proclamation at every corner; it ran
as follows:

IN THE NAME OF His HIGHNESS THE EMPEROR BoBiNET, I hereby sum-
mon the royal City of Hradec Kralove to place the keys of the city gates
in my hands. If this is not done by sunset, I -will put into effect the
military measures I have prepared and will attack the city at dawn wth
artillery, cavalry and bayonets I will spare the lives and property only
of those who join my camp at the " Little Mill " by dawn at latest, bring-